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TOILET PAPER DISPENSER 
Background 

The present invention relates generally to new toilet paper holders and dispensers. More 
particularly, the present invention relates to new toilet paper dispensers and holders providing 
selectable accessibility and protection of rolls of toilet paper. 

Toilet paper can be an attractive nuisance for children who would use it as a toy. Pets 
can also play with, chew or even eat toilet paper. Such mischief can be vexing, messy and 
wasteful. The present invention protects against such problems by providing for protection and 
access to toilet paper. The present invention brings such advantages, among others, to the do-it- 
yourselfer and professional alike by increasing simplicity and efficiency of installation and 
operation. 

Summary 

One form of the present invention includes a new toilet paper dispenser having a body 
and an opening. A door is connected to the body and can selectively open and close the opening 
according to a user's desire. A toilet paper roll holder is connected to the door and extends into 
the holder when the door is closed. A flange portion and a rib member extend from the body. As 
the body is advanced into a hole in a wall until the flange portion contacts the outside surface of 
the wall the rib member impinges into the wall. 

In other forms of the invention a hinge connects the door and the body to one another, the 
flange and the body are a unitary piece, the rib member impinging into the wall includes one of 
cutting and compression of the wall, the body and the moveable member are a unitary piece, 
upon the flange member contacting the outside surface of the wall, the flange member extends 

out from the outside surface of the wall a distance of at least about 1.1 inches. 
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In yet another form of the present invention, a ioiiet paper dispenser includes a container 
adapted to receive a roll of toilet paper. The container has an opening, a cover that opens and 
closes about the opening, a first diameter portion, and a second diameter portion with a greater 
diameter than the first. A fixture which is adapted to receive a roll of toilet paper is connected to 
the cover. A number of rib members are connected to the first diameter portion and can impinge 
into the wall when the first diameter portion is inserted into an opening in a wall The dispenser 
can extend into the wall a maximum distance not more than about four inches upon the second 
diameter portion contacting the exterior surface of the wall. 

In additional forms of the present invention, when the toilet paper roll is received by the 
fixture the toilet paper is contained in the container when the cover is closed and moved out of 
the container when the cover is open, the second diameter portion includes a flange surface 
which an extremity or terminus of the second diameter portion and/or can be curved outward 
from the opening when the cover closes about the opening. A first portion of the container can 
extend into the wall and a second portion of the container can extend out from the exterior 
surface of the wall when the first diameter portion is inserted into the opening in the wall and the 
second diameter portion contacts the exterior surface of the wall. The wall can be a standardized 
wall construction and the fixture can extend into the wall a distance not greater than that 
provided by the standardized wall construction. 

In still further forms of the present invention, a toilet paper dispenser includes an 
opening, a front portion and a rear portion. The rear portion has a lesser circumference than the 
front portion allowing the rear portion to be inserted into a hole in a wall but preventing the front 
portion from being so inserted. A door is positioned to cover the opening in a closed position 
and is displaceable to travel outward from the opening. A toilet paper roll mounting member 
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adapted to receive a roll of toilet paper is connected to the door. The rear portion can extend 
from the front portion to a terminus over a distance not greater than that of a standardized 
construction wall. 

In additional forms of the present invention, the toilet paper dispenser includes a plurality 
of retaining members extending from the container and positioned such that when the rear 
portion is inserted into the hole in the wall and the front portion contacts the exterior surface of 
the wall the members impinge into the wall to maintain the dispenser in position relative to the 
wall. The front portion can include a flange, the door can be hinged to the dispenser, and when 
the mounting member receives a roll of toilet paper and the door is in the closed position the 
toilet paper extends from a position exterior to the wall to a position interior to the wall. 

Further forms, embodiments, objects, features, advantages, benefits, and aspects of the 
present invention will be apparent from the drawings and descriptions provided herein. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a toilet paper dispenser according to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is a first side view of a toilet paper dispenser according to the present invention and 
an environment including a wall. 

Fig. 3 is a second side view of a toilet paper dispenser according to the present invention 
and an environment including a wall. 

Fig. 4 is a third side view of a toilet paper dispenser according to the present invention 
and an environment including a wall. 

Fig. 5 is a first sectional side view of a toilet paper dispenser according to the present 
invention. 
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Fig. 6 is a second sectional side view of a toilet paper dispenser according to the present 
invention. 

Detailed Description 

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the principles of the invention, 
reference will now be made to the embodiments illustrated in the drawings and specific language 
will be used to describe the same. It will nevertheless be understood that no limitation of the 
scope of the invention is thereby intended, such alterations and further modifications in the 
illustrated device, and such further applications of the principles of the invention as illustrated 
therein being contemplated as would normally occur to one skilled in the art to which the 
invention relates. 

Fig. 1 shows a toiled paper holder 100 according to one embodiment of the present 
invention. Holder 100 includes body 110, door 120 and flange 130. Fig. 1 shows the holder 100 
with the door in a closed configuration. In this configuration door 120 covers or closes an 
opening. In such a position holder 100 can contain and protect a roll of toilet paper, for example, 
as discussed below in connection with Figs. 5 and 6. 

Body 1 10 and flange 130 comprise a unitary piece. In other embodiments body 1 10 and 
flange 130 could be non -unitary pieces connected or attached by a great many techniques, 
methods, materials and/or combinations thereof including, as non-limiting examples, by 
fastening, gluing, fusing, mechanically connections and/or chemical bonds. 

Door 120 is connected dispenser 100 with post hinges as further discussed below in 
connection with Figs. 5 and 6. In further embodiments door 120 could be connected to holder 
100 using other methods, for example, a reduced-thickness strip or using a variety of hinge 
hardware. Still further embodiments contemplate connecting the door toward a side or the top of 
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holder 100 and/or using multi-piece door assemblies. Numerous other possible connections will 
be apparent to one of skill in the art. 

Holder 100 also includes latch 160 that holds door 120 in the closed position until 
released. Cutaway 150 and opening 152 provide access to latch 160 and can be sized, for 
example, to permit one or two fingers to pass past door 120 in order to depress latch 160. 
Groove 140 of body 110 also permits similar access to the top of latch 160 on the opposite side 
of flange 130 and provides for the operation of latch 160 by allowing its movement without 
interference from body 1 10. Upon being actuated latch 160 allows door 120 to open to provide 
access to the toilet paper that may be contained in holder 1 10 and/or for installation and 
replacement purposes. 

Holder 100 further includes rib members 142a, 142b, 142c, 144 and 146 and, as 
discussed below, other such members not illustrable in the present view. As holder 100 is 
inserted into a hole formed in a wall, the rib members can impinge into the wall, for example by 
cutting or compressing the wall. After installation, flange 130 contacts one side of the 
installation wall and extends out therefrom. As stated above, identical or similar rib members 
can be provided extending from portions of body 140 that are not visible in Fig.l. Other 
embodiments contemplate varied placement and number of the same or similar members both 
relative to body 1 10 and to one another. For example, members 148, shown in Figs. 2-4 and 
149, shown in Figs. 5-6 may be substantially the same as members 142a, 142b, 142c, 144 and 
146, or varied as described above. 

As shown in Fig. 1 members 142a, 142b, 142c, 144 and 146 are unitary to body 110. 
This can be accomplished by injection molding or cutting or a combination thereof. Other 
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embodiments contemplate attaching rib members using, for example, the variety of exemplary 
techniques disclosed above in connection with discussion of body 1 10 and flange 130. 

Body 110 includes front portion 170 and rear portion 160. As shown in Fig. 1, front 
portion 170 has a greater diameter and a greater circumference than rear portion 160. Such a 
configuration allows rear portion 160 to be inserted into an opening of appropriate size while 
preventing the insertion of front portion 170. 

Fig. 2 shows a side view of the holder 100 in an installation environment including wall 
200 which is shown in cross section. Wall 200 includes exterior surface 210 and interior surface 
220 and interior space 231. The environment further includes hole 230 formed in wall 200. 
Wall 200 has a thickness defined by the distance D-D between surfaces 210 and 220. Distance 
D-D can be about l A inch, V2 inch, or 5/8 inch such as, for example, in the case of standard 
drywall or sheetrock materials. However, distance D-D could be other standard distances of 
other wall materials or could be another distance in the case of other non-standard walls. 

Various dimensions of holder 100 include distance Z-Z which is approximately four 
inches, distance F-F which is approximately 1.1 inches and distance G-G which is 
approximately 0.4 inches. The distances, Z-Z, F-F and G-G provide for the containment and 
selectable access of a conventional roll of toilet paper within the holder 100 and for the insertion 
of holder 100 into a standardized wall construction as described below. 

Fig. 2 shows that holder 100 can be inserted in to hole 230 formed in wall 200 as 
indicated by arrow I. Rear portion 160 is sized to be insertable into hole 230. Front portion 170 
is sized so as not to permit insertion into hole 230. Front portion 170 extends from surface 131 
to surface 132 and rear portion 160 extends to surface 162. Distance Z-Z is defined from surface 
132 to surface 162 and is sized to correspond the dimensions of wall interior 231. These 
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dimensions can be, for example, those of a standardized wall construction. A standardized wall 
construction is formed using a wall, such as, for example, wall 200 attached to a conventional 
2x4 frame. Such a frame provides a wall interior having a depth of about the greater dimension 
of a conventional 2x4. Distance Z-Z will include this distance plus the distance D-D of wall 200 
equaling a minimum of about four inches. Thus, in such an environment, rear portion 160 of 
holder 100 can be sized to extend a distance not greater than that of a standardized wall 
construction so as to be compatible with a standardized wall construction. It should be 
understood that in other applications these dimensions can be greater, different or otherwise 
varied according to the wall, wall frame and interior of a particular environment. 

Fig. 3 shows a side view of the holder 100 in an installation environment including wall 
200 which is shown in cross section. In Fig. 3 the holder 100 has been further inserted in the 
direction indicated by arrow I. At the illustrated point during insertion rib members 144 and 148 
are shown impinging into wall 200, which is shown in sectional view and with dashed portions 
to indicate the impingement. It will be understood that the other rib members of holder 100 also 
impinge into wall 200 at this point during insertion, though such is not illustrable in this view. 

Fig. 4 shows a side view of the holder 100 in an installation environment 
including wall 200 which is shown in cross section. In Fig. 4 the holder 100 has been 
substantially fully inserted to achieve installation of holder 100. In this configuration surface 
132 of flange 130 contacts exterior wall surface 210. Members 144 and 148 are shown further 
impinging into wall 200. It will be understood that other members can also similarly impinge 
into wall 200, though such contact is not illustrable in this view. 

Fig. 4 shows obstructing element 260 which is an environmental component of the wall 
construction including wall 200. Obstruction 260 can be the same or similar to wall 200 or can 
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be any other structure found in a building, such as a concrete wall, exterior wall, or bearing wall 
to name but a few. Surface 162 has advanced toward obstruction 260 a distance corresponding 
to the dimensions of interior 231. Surface 162 may contact obstruction 260 as shown or may be 
separated therefrom. It is further contemplated that surface 162 may be glued to obstruction 260 
using glue or other adhesive compound. 

Fig. 5 shows a side sectional view of holder 100 taken along the line A-A of Fig. 1. Fig. 
5 shows door 120 in a closed position with latch 160 engaged to holder 100. Latch 160 can be 
released to permit door 120 to move. This can be accomplished through applying force upon 
latch 160 from inside opening 152. 

In Fig. 5 moveable member 149 is visible and has attributes similar to the other members 
as discussed above. Furthermore, mounting fixture 320 is shown attached to door 120. Fixture 
320 has received and holds toilet paper roll 330. Door 120 is in the closed position and fixture 
320 and roll 330 are contained in holder 100. In this configuration roll 330 is protected by 
holder 100. To allow door 120 to move, post hinge 300 is provided. Hinge 300 is illustrated 
without hatching to convey that it need not be in the plane of line A-A of Fig. 1. Hinge 300 
extends inward from the extremity of door 120 in the direction substantially normal to page of 
Fig. 5. Hinge 300 is rotatably received in holder 100 to permit movement of the door. Though 
not illustrable in the present view, a complimentary post hinge is provided and extends from the 
opposite extremity of door 120 in the opposite direction as hinge 300. 

Fig. 6 shows a side sectional view of holder 100 taken along the line A-A of Fig. 1. Door 
120 has been opened in the direction of arrow O. This is accomplished by rotation of hinge 300. 
Such movement is effective to transport mounting 320 and roll 330 to the exterior of holder 100. 
In Fig. 6 such transportation is illustrated as having progressed to a nearly 180 degrees out of 
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phase with the closed position. Furthermore, in a completely open configuration door 120, roll 
330 and mounting 320 can assume a configuration resulting in a full 180 degrees or greater of 
rotation relative to the configuration shown in Fig. 2. Naturally, a full range of positions 
intermediate the extremes is contemplated and the movement of door 120 progresses. In this 
manner, complete access to roll 330 is provided. 

While the invention has been illustrated and described in detail in the drawings and 
description herein, the same is to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in character, it 
being understood that only selected embodiments have been shown and described and that all 
equivalents, changes, and modifications that come within the spirit of the inventions as defined 
herein or by the following claims are desired to be protected. 
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